THORACIC AORTIC
ANEURYSM AND DISSECTION

The aorta is the body's largest artery,
running from the chest down to the
abdomen. It carries oxygen-rich blood
away from the heart to all parts of

the body.

A thoracic aortic aneurysm is a
balloon-like bulge in the chest portion
of the aorta. Most aneurysms do not
cause any symptoms. Imaging is the
only way to find them. Aneurysms can
tear or rupture if not found and treated,
which is life-threatening.

A thoracic aortic dissection is a medical
emergency in which a tear occurs in

the inner layer of the aorta. Blood rushes
through the tear, causing the inner and
middle layers of the aorta to split (dissect).
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In 2003, John Ritter — beloved actor,
husband, father, and friend — died
suddenly due to an aortic dissection.
Join us as we work to fund research,
provide education, and raise awareness
of thoracic aortic aneurysm and
dissection. Together we can save lives.
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Early detection and treatment can
R E S E A RC H prevent premature deaths. Your support
can help us achieve a future where
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A free, resource navigation and peer
Platinum support program with trained volunteers
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Whether awaiting surgery, living

Candid. post-dissection, caregiving, or grieving
a loved one, we encourage people
to reach out to an advocate.




